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Email Answer Template 
The Bathing Waters Reform Consultation (Nov-Dec 2024)

Whilst we accept consultation responses via e-mail, we encourage respondents to use the Citizen Space Platform. 

If you are going to send an email response, please either fill out this word document or copy and paste directly into the email to fill out before sending to us. 





‘Information about you’ questions 

Q1. Would you like your response to be confidential? (required)    
Please check one below
☐Yes    
☐No    

 
Q2. If you answered yes, which information would you like to keep confidential and why? (not required) 
Please type below  



   
Q3. Please provide your full name. If you are representing an organisation or group, you will be asked its name later. (required) 
Please type below   


   

Q4. Please provide your email address (required) 
Please type below   





  


Q5. In what capacity are you completing this consultation? (required)  
Please check one below
☐As a private landowner with bathing waters or potential bathing waters on their land.  
☐As a farmer or land manager whose land may impact local bathing water quality  
☐As a representative of a water company    
☐As a business that may be impacted by changing bathing water regulations  
☐As a local authority   
☐As an NGO or other non-profit public interest group   
☐As a member of the public with an interest in bathing waters  


Q6. Where are you currently based yourself? If you are representing an organisation or group, you will be asked where it’s based later on. (required)  
Please check one below
☐England  
☐Scotland  
☐Wales  
☐Northern Ireland  
☐Outside the UK, within the EU  
☐Outside the UK, outside the EU  



Additional information about landowners, farmers, land managers, water companies, businesses, LAs and NGOs. If you are a member of the public, you do not have to answer these questions. 

Q7. What is the name of the organisation or interested group that you are responding on behalf of? (required) 
Please type below 


  



 
Q8. Where does your business or organisation operate? (required)
Please check all that apply    
☐England  
☐Scotland  
☐Wales  
☐Northern Ireland  
☐Outside the UK, within the EU 
☐Outside the UK, outside the EU
☐Not applicable  























Questions about the reforms 

Q9. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposed removal of automatic de-designation from the Bathing Water Regulations 2013 for England and Wales? (required) Please check one below 
☐Strongly agree
☐Agree
☐Neither agree nor disagree
☐Disagree
☐Strongly disagree
☐Don’t know 

Q10. Please give reasons for your answer. (not required)
Please type below 



Q11. To what extent do you agree or disagree that water quality, the feasibility to improve water quality to ‘sufficient’ standard, physical safety and environmental protections be considered before deciding whether to designate a site as a bathing water under the Bathing Water Regulations 2013 for England and Wales? (required) Please check one below 
☐Strongly agree
☐Agree
☐Neither agree nor disagree
☐Disagree
☐Strongly disagree
☐Don’t know 

Q12. Please give reasons for your answer. (not required) 			                         Please type below 



Q13. How should the public be notified that a site has been considered as a bathing water but not designated on the grounds that it is not feasible to improve water quality to a ‘sufficient’ standard? (required) 					                         Please check all that apply 
☐On site signage
☐Notification on the Swimfo website in England or Bathing Waters Explorer Website in Wales.  
☐Notification on GOV.UK or GOV.WALES 
☐Notification on the EA or NRW bathing water website
☐No additional notification

☐Other (please specify)
If you clicked other, please specify below



Q14. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposed increase in flexibility of Bathing Season dates prescribed in the Bathing Water Regulations 2013 for England and Wales? (required)						                                                      Please check one below
☐Strongly agree
☐Agree
☐Neither agree nor disagree
☐Disagree
☐Strongly disagree
☐Don’t know 
Q15. Please give reasons for your answer. (not required) 			    	           Please type below
























Questions about the Technical Amendments 

Q16. Are you content with the 9 proposed technical amendments listed above? (required)								                                        Please check one below
☐Yes
☐No
☐Don’t Know

Q17. [If ‘No’ to Q16] Which of the 9 proposed technical amendments do you feel raises concerns or may have negative impacts? (required) 			 		     Please check all that apply below
☐Have a defined area for each bathing water
☐Remove the requirement to take a sample to end short-term pollution (STP) events
☐Remove the 7-day time limit in which a replacement sample under STP has to be taken
☐Remove the requirement to take a pre-season sample
☐Specify 95th percentile z-value to three decimal places, rather than the current 2 places
☐Remove requirement to identify and provide contact details of any person responsible for taking action over STP’ in bathing water profile
☐Remove specific requirement to identify sample and paperwork using indelible ink
☐Removing the requirement to replace samples during Abnormal Situations 
☐Amend regulation 5(1)(a) to specify a new target date by which all bathing waters should be classified as at least ‘sufficient’


Q18. [If ‘No’ to Q16] What negative impacts do you foresee as a result of the technical amendment(s)? (required) 			    						 Please check all that apply below
☐The amendment(s) reduces overall statutory monitoring requirements.
☐The amendment(s) may reduce the information available to the public about when it is safe for them to use a bathing water.
☐The amendment(s) reduces overall accountability on the EA or NRW.
☐The amendment(s) may reduce the rigorousness of the monitoring methods.

☐Other (please specify)
If you clicked other, please specify below





















Impact Assessment Questions 
This section is aimed at businesses, farmers, landowners, local authorities, NGOs and water companies. If you’re a member of the general public,  you don’t need to answer these questions. 

Q19. Do you consider it likely that any of the proposed reforms will have a negative or positive economic impact on your organisation? (required) 				      Please check one below
☐Overall Positive (This could include but isn’t limited to gain in profit/revenue or reduced expenditure)
☐Overall Negative (This could include but isn’t limited to loss in profit/revenue or increased expenditure) 
☐A mixture of positive and negative impacts 
☐No change 
☐Don’t Know 

Q20. [If ‘Negative’ to Q19] At this time, which range best describes the estimated annual negative impacts on your business or organisation should reforms be introduced? (not required) 			      		                           				           Please check one below
☐Less than £10,000/year 
☐£10,001 - £50,000/year
☐£50,001-£100,000/year 
☐£100,001-£1,000,000/year 
☐More than £1,000,000/year 
☐Don’t know
☐Prefer not to say 

Q21. [If ‘Negative’ to Q19] How would you describe the extent of the expected impact on your business or organisation? (not required) 			      		                                      Please check one below
☐Minor impact  
☐Significant impact  
☐Very significant impact
☐Don’t know  

Q22. [If ‘Negative’ to Q19] Why do you consider it likely that the proposed reforms will have an overall negative impact? Please add anything here that you want us to consider. (not required) 			      		         			                             Please type below



Q23. [If ‘Positive’ to Q19] At this time, which range best describes the estimated annual positive impacts on your business or organisation should reforms be introduced? (not required) 			      		                              				        Please check one below 
☐Less than £10,000/year 
☐£10,001-£50,000/year 
☐£50,001-£100,000/year
☐£100,001-£1,000,000/year 
☐More than £1,000,000/year 
☐Don’t know
☐Prefer not to say 

Q24. [If ‘Positive’ to Q19] How would you describe the extent of the expected impact on your business revenue? (not required) 			      		                                      Please check one below
☐Minor impact  
☐Significant impact  
☐Very significant impact 
☐Don’t know 

Q25. [If ‘Positive’ to Q19] Why do you consider it likely that the proposed reforms will have a positive impact on your business or organisation? Please add anything here that you want us to consider. (not required) 			      		                                      Please type below



Q26. [If ‘A mixture of positive and negative impacts’ to Q19]. What are the main reasons for your answer? Please add anything here that you want us to consider. (not required) Please type below













Questions on the Wider Reforms

Q27. To what extent do you agree or disagree that government should pursue wider reform of the Bathing Water Regulations 2013 for England and Wales to include widening the definition of ‘bathers’? (required) 			      			      Please check one below
☐Strongly agree 
☐Agree 
☐Neither agree nor disagree 
☐Disagree 
☐Strongly disagree
☐Don’t know  

Q28. Please indicate a reason for your answer. (not required) 				   Please type below  



Q29. Which water users should be included within the definition of ‘bather’? (required) Please check one below  
☐Anglers (fishing) 
☐Kayakers/Canoeists   
☐Paddle Boarders 
☐Paddlers (those in the water but not fully submerged) 
☐Rowers 
☐Small boat users 
☐Surfers 
☐Swimmers 
☐Wind Surfers 

☐Other (please specify) 
If you clicked other, please specify below


Q30. To what extent do you agree or disagree that the government should pursue wider reform of the Bathing Water Regulations 2013 for England and Wales to include the use of multiple monitoring points at bathing water sites? (required) Please check one below
☐Strongly agree 
☐Agree 
☐Neither agree nor disagree 
☐Disagree 
☐Strongly disagree
☐Don’t know  

Q31. Please indicate a reason for your answer (not required) 				   Please type below  


Q32. Please provide links to any relevant evidence that you have used to inform your views for this consultation. If there’s anything else you’d like us to know or consider please add it here. (not required) 	
We’re particularly interested in information around:
· The use of multiple monitoring points 
· Widening the definition of bathers at bathing water sites.
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