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Appendix 2: Newsleter circulated to staff  
 
Public planning consultation for redevelopment at APHA, Weybridge - all you 
need to know 
The Science Capability in Animal Health (SCAH) programme is delivering 
redevelopment of APHA’s site in New Haw, near Weybridge. The redevelopment 
includes the construction of a new centralised Science Hub. In preparation for 
submitting the Master Outline Planning Application (MOPA) for this redevelopment 
we will be engaging with the local community, sharing our vision for the new science 
campus and providing an opportunity for people to talk to senior staff leading the 
programme and feedback any concerns or suggestions.   
 
The programme is progressing well, and the submission of the Masterplan is an 
exciting milestone in our plans to redevelop the Weybridge site to deliver world-class 
scientific facilities to match our world-class expertise. 
 
This local public planning consultation will take place online over three weeks from 
Monday 5 June 2023 until Friday 23 June 2023. We will also be holding a series of 
drop-in events on 8, 15 and 22 June at the New Haw Community Centre on 
Woodham Lane, for residents to view the outline plans and speak to staff to find out 
more. 
 
If you live near the site, you may receive a letter inviting you to take part in the 
consultation. 
 
We are also holding a drop-in session for those based at APHA Weybridge on 
Thursday 1 June. It will be in the Atrium from 2.30-3.30pm and you will be able find 
out more about the consultation and senior leaders will be available to answer 
questions. 
 
Guidance for staff 
The planning consultation and upcoming Master Outline Planning Application 
(MOPA) may heighten interest in the redevelopment plans for APHA Weybridge, any 
potential impact on neighbours and the science that is undertaken here. Although the 
redevelopment mainly affects staff working at Weybridge, APHA is a UK-wide 
organisation so there is a potential anyone working for APHA might be contacted.  

• You may be asked questions from members of the public or media. Please 
direct enquiries to the SCAH Programme at 
localengagement@defra.gov.uk so we can track comments and reply 

• Should you receive an enquiry from the media please direct to the Defra 
press office 

• Please do not engage with people asking questions or commenting on 
social media. Please refer to APHA’s guidance on using social media.  

• You are reminded to always wear your security pass while on the premises 
and remove it before leaving. 

• Please make sure you are familiar with security guidance on what to do in 
the event of protest activity 

• For information on personal security please read The Blue Book: A Guide 
to Personal Security | ProtectUK 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs/about/media-enquiries
https://intranet.defra.gov.uk/documents/2019/02/security-passes-your-responsibilities.pdf/
https://defra.sharepoint.com/sites/APHAIntranet/SitePages/Security-incidents-and-protests---guide.aspx
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.protectuk.police.uk%2Fadvice-and-guidance%2Fawareness%2Fblue-book-guide-personal-security&data=05%7C01%7CRichard.Willock%40defra.gov.uk%7C7b2ead998c234141969e08db4bbbc5a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638187042068623718%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W%2B3cXLiVIiA3c3UMEhNxxyTHroXZz%2BzwYn4bYq%2BDp3U%3D&reserved=0


 4 
 

 
• If you have any questions or concerns, please speak to your line manager 

or email localengagement@defra.gov.uk  



 5 
 

  

This page has inten�onally been le� blank. 



 6 
 

Appendix 3: Leaflet circulated to residents 
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Appendix 4: Informa�on boards displayed at exhibi�on 
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Appendix 5: Leter of Support from Ben Spencer MP 
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