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1. Purpose of the document
1.1. The purpose of this consultation is to seek your views on proposals to revise the fee levels and fees structure for marine licence applications in the UK marine area where the Secretary of State is the appropriate licensing authority, as administered by the Marine Management Organisation. 
1.2. Subject to this consultation the planning assumption is for any change to come into effect from March 2018.
1.3. In reading about the proposed changes, please consider the following questions:

A. 
Do you have any comment on the Government’s reasons for reviewing the fees structure and fee levels for marine licence applications?
B. 
Do you have any views on the proposed changes to the fees structure for marine licence applications and the proposed level of fees for Band 1 applications?
C.     Do you have any views on the proposed changes to the fees   structure for marine licence applications and the proposed level of fees for Band 2 and Band 3 applications? 
D. 
Do you have any comments on the proposed transitional arrangements for marine licence applications already received but not determined by the implementation date for the proposed changes?
2. The consultation process
Who will be affected by the proposals?
2.1 
This consultation document is directed at anyone interested in or involved with activities that take place in the UK marine area. The consultation may be of particular interest to those involved with the following marine activities: 

· deposit of substances or objects,
· removal of objects and substances from the seabed, 

· dredging, and/or 

· constructing, altering and improving works.  

2.2 
We expect this consultation to be of interest to businesses, operators and individuals that carry out marine activities and also conservation bodies and environmental groups that are concerned about the effect of human activities on the marine environment, navigational matters and human health.  Many other people and groups are also concerned about what takes place along the coastline and in the seas around us and may therefore have an interest in these proposals.  
Timing and duration of this consultation
2.3 
The consultation period will commence on 21 December 2017 and will be open to responses for a period of six weeks. 
The consultation period will end at midnight on 2 February 2018.  
2.4 
In line with Government’s policy on openness, the information you submit may be made available to other parties, including personal information such as your name. If you do not consent to this, you must clearly request that your response be treated as confidential (except where disclosure is required by law). Any confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system in e-mail responses will not be treated as such a request.  
2.5 
You should also be aware that there may be circumstances in which we will be required to communicate this information to third parties on request, in order to comply with our obligations under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004.
3. Introduction
3.1 The United Kingdom (UK) vision is for clean, healthy, safe, productive and biologically diverse oceans and seas.  To help achieve this vision, the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 (MCAA) introduced the current marine licensing system, which came into effect in April 2011.  This system aims to facilitate the sustainable use of the marine environment so that any activities such as construction, deposits (e.g. of sediment), removals (e.g. of marine aggregates), and dredging can be permitted having regard to any environmental impacts and preventing interference with other legitimate uses of the sea. 
3.2 Part 4 of the MCAA sets out the marine licensing regime for the UK marine area, other than the Scottish inshore region. Marine licences are granted by the appropriate licensing authority, as described in section 113 of the MCAA.  An appropriate licensing authority has the power to set fees for marine licence applications by regulation.

3.3 The Scottish Ministers are the appropriate licensing authority in the Scottish offshore region, the Welsh Ministers are the appropriate licensing authority in the Welsh inshore region, and the Northern Ireland Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs is the appropriate licensing authority in the Northern Ireland inshore region; in each case subject to certain matters reserved to the Secretary of State. On commencement of section 46 of the Wales Act 2017, the Welsh Ministers will become the appropriate licensing authority in the Welsh offshore region.  The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 legislates for marine licensing in the Scottish inshore region.
3.4 The Secretary of State is the appropriate licensing authority for the English inshore and offshore regions, the Northern Ireland offshore region and the Welsh offshore region. Most of the Secretary of State’s functions as appropriate licensing authority have been delegated to the Marine Management Organisation (MMO) under section 98 of the MCAA. The delegation is set out in the Marine Licensing (Delegation of Functions) Order 2011.  
3.5 The current fees regime for the determination of marine licence applications where the Secretary of State is the appropriate licensing authority (other than certain applications relating to petroleum or energy matters) is set out in the Marine Licensing (Application Fees) Regulations 2014 . These regulations are made by the Secretary of State under sections 67(2), (3) and 316(1)(b) of the MCAA. 
3.6 Fees for marine licence transfer, monitoring and variation activities where the Secretary of State is the appropriate licensing authority (other than in relation to certain petroleum or energy licences) are set out in a separate Order - The Public Bodies (Marine Management Organisation) (Fees) Order 2014.  These fees are not within scope of the proposed changes being consulted on in this document.
4. The current fees regime
4.1 
The current fees regime for marine licensing is broken down into a number of Bands.
4.2 
Band 1: Band 1 activities are (a) the burial of a body at sea, (b) erecting scaffolding for discrete maintenance projects, (c) removing poles, girders, joists and objects of a similar nature unattached to the seabed or any structure, (d) resurfacing a slipway, (e) repairing joints of any structure; or (f) any activity of a similarly minor nature. 
4.3 
Prior to 12 July 2017, fees for Band 1 applications were charged at a rate of £94 per hour, up to a maximum cap of £175.  
4.4 
On 12 July 2017, the Marine Management Organisation introduced changes to application and fee arrangements for Band 1 marine licence applications. We are consulting on views of these implemented changes. 
4.5 
The changes introduced an on-line self-service portal and £50 fixed fee rate for Band 1 marine licence applications. Guidance was also introduced setting out the criteria to be met if an application was eligible to proceed under Band 1, and provided greater detail on the range of activities in scope (particularly in relation to category (f) applications of a minor nature).
4.6 
Further clarity has been provided on types of activities that could be supported. A detailed list of the types of Band 1 activities that are supported under the new approach are provided at Annex A of this document.  It is published on the Marine Management Organisation website at:


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-service-marine-licensing/self-service-marine-licensing
4.7 
Band 2: these applications are currently charged at an hourly rate (£94 per hour), subject to a variable fee cap. Band 2 applications are any application which does not fall, or does not fall exclusively, within Band 1 and relates to a specified activity or activities which has, or have, an estimated cost falling within one of the ranges below. 

Current licence fees for Band 2 projects
	Band
	Project cost
	Fee

	2a
	£0 to £4,999 (and emergency work)
	£94 hourly fee rate 

£450 fee cap

	2b
	£5,000 to £19,999
	£94 hourly fee rate

£700 fee cap

	2c
	£20,000 to £49,999
	£94 hourly fee rate

£1,400 fee cap

	2d
	£50,000 to £199,999
	£94 hourly fee rate

£2,200 fee cap

	2e
	£200,000 to £999,999
	£94 hourly fee rate

£2,700 fee cap


4.8 
In practice, Band 2 projects include:
· small-scale construction, alteration or improvement of works,
· use of a vehicle to remove substances,
· routine deposits within UK marine licensing area,
· disposal of dredged material at sea. 
4.9 
Any Band 2 projects with complex case characteristics are currently moved to Band 3.  A project or plan is likely to be a complex case if it is:
· 
estimated to cost more than £1 million or unable to provide a confident cost estimate,
· 
required to have an Environmental Impact Assessment, 
· likely, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects, to have a significant effect on a protected site or any process on which any protected feature is dependent.
4.10 Band 3: applications are currently charged at the hourly fee rate (£94 per hour) with no maximum fee cap.   Band 3 applies to any application which does not fall, or does not fall exclusively within Band 1 or Band 2. In practice, types of Band 3 project or activity include:
· dredging
· disposing dredged material at sea, 
· scuttling any vessel or floating container,
· depositing or using any explosive substance or article,
· incinerating any substance or object on any vehicle, vessel, marine structure 
or floating container,
· depositing outside UK marine licensing area.
4.11 Travel charges: Travel charges are calculated on the hourly rate of £94 an hour, up to a maximum of £282 for each person, for each event across all bands. The total charge for travel charges is not subject to a cap.
4.12 Further information: Full details how the Marine Management Organisation administers current fees and charges for Band 2 and 3 applications can be found here. Please refer to the link for detailed information on band 1 applications. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-service-marine-licensing/self-service-marine-licensing
5. Why change?
5.1 
A revision to the fee structure and fee levels for marine licencing is needed to ensure that the charging regime reflects the full cost of a marine licence.  The increase in costs incurred by the Marine Management Organisation (MMO) in determining a marine licence application since 2014, when the current fee levels were last revised, need to be passed on to business.  This will ensure that those seeking to undertake an activity meet the cost of determining a marine licence; reducing reliance on the tax payer.  
Policy options

5.2 
Two potential options have been considered:
5.3 
Option 0 - Do Nothing. The tax payer would continue to subsidise marine licence applications.  This would not satisfy the Government’s policy objective on cost recovery.  This option has therefore been discounted.

5.4 
Option 1 – increase hourly rate and amend fee band ceilings. This is the proposed option and seeks to achieve 92% cost recovery whilst also providing confidence to business by retaining the cap on maximum fee levels.
6. Proposed new marine licensing fees 
Intended effects
6.1 
Overall the proposed changes will result in a simplified regime which will deliver increased clarity for marine licence applicants and will streamline processes thus reducing the administrative burden of delivery and associated costs. This will result in reduced costs of fees to some applicants and will ensure fees charged reflect actual costs incurred.
6.2 
Band 1 applications made through an online self-service portal, will simplify the application process and enable applicants to benefit from reduced fees and timescales because the administrative burden and associated costs incurred by the MMO in administering the applications will be reduced.  A fixed fee rate will provide certainty to businesses and individuals on the cost of an application. 
6.3 
Band 2 changes will simplify the application process for applicants, making it easier to understand and quicker to use; reducing the time/cost burden on applicants.  It will also streamline the administrative burden on the MMO in delivery; realising operational efficiencies and cost savings.  The increase in the hourly fee rate will reflect costs, ensuring that applicants better meet the cost of their marine licence; reducing subsidy by the taxpayer.

6.4 
Band 3 changes in the hourly fee rate will result in applicants being charged fees that better reflect the cost incurred by MMO in determining the marine licence; ensuring that applicants better meet the cost of their marine licence; reducing subsidy by the taxpayer.


7. What is changing?
Overview of proposed changes to marine licensing fees regime

	CURRENT FEES REGIME
	PROPOSED FEES REGIME UNDER OPTION 1 

	Band 1
	Fast Track 
	£94 (hourly rate) £175 (fee cap)
	Self service


	£50  Fixed Fee


	Band 2
	Project cost
	
	
	

	2a
	£0 to £4,999 
	£94 (hourly rate) £450 (fee cap)
	Band 2a Project cost up to £49,999
	 £122 (hourly fee rate)  

£1,400 (fee cap)

	2b
	£5,000 to £19,999
	£94 (hourly rate) £700 (fee cap)
	
	

	2c
	£20,000 to £49,999
	£94 (hourly rate) £1,400 (fee cap)
	
	

	2d
	£50,000 to £199,999
	£94 (hourly rate) £2,200 (fee cap)
	Band 2b Project cost of £50,000 to £999,999
	Fee rate £122 (hourly fee rate)  

£2,200 (fee cap)

	2e
	£200,000 to £999,999
	£94 (hourly rate) £2,700 (fee cap)
	
	

	Band 3
	
	£94 per hour (MMO rate)
	Band 3
	 £122 (hourly fee rate)


	Note – the above only applies to marine licence applications, fees for activities relating to the transfer, variation or monitoring of existing licences are excluded as they will not be changed at this time.



Band 1 
7.1 
Proposed changes for Band 1 marine licence applications have been implemented by the MMO.  We are consulting on views of this approach and on whether any amendment to that implemented change is needed.  

7.2 
The proposal is that Band 1 applications for specific activities (listed at Annex A for information) now continue to operate through an online self-service portal, as currently implemented, which requires minimum input from MMO and other government bodies. 
7.3 
Under changes introduced there is no additional input of time required for the business to make an application.  
7.4 
Applicants will benefit from the introduction of a new £50 per application fixed fee rate, which provides greater certainty of cost and is lower than the previous maximum fee cap of £175 for Band 1 applications. 

Band 2

7.5 
Band 2 applications for routine marine activities (e.g. for example small scale construction and disposal of dredged material) are assessed on the scale of the work determined by the project cost.
7.6 
Under the current regime: the marine licensing regime introduced in 2014 brought in 5 fee bands for routine marine licence applications, with total project costs between £0 and £1 million. 
7.7 
An analysis of actual volumes and time spent in determining applications received since 2014 does not support the number of fee bands introduced in 2014.  Furthermore, for Band 2a-c cases, the current fee level is not sufficient to enable MMO to recover costs from applicants.  Conversely, for Band 2d and e, the current fee level is much higher than necessary. However, applicants are not overcharged as fees are based on hourly actuals up to the fee band cap.
7.8 
The proposal is therefore to reduce the number of sub-band within Band 2 from 5 to 2; bands 2a-c and 2d-e being amalgamated. This will provide a streamlined and simpler system for applicants and for the MMO to administer. The fee band relevant to each individual application will still be assessed on the application’s project costs
7.9 The new Band 2a will have a maximum fee cap of £1,400 and Band 2b will have a maximum fee cap of £2,200. The hourly fee rate for all Band 2 applications will be increased from £94 to £122 per hour.
Band 3

7.10 Band 3 applies to applications which do not fall, or do not fall exclusively, within Band 1 or Band 2. These are normally complex applications relating to novel or high value (over £1m) projects, and projects requiring habitats or environmental impact assessments.  
7.11 Under Band 3, the hourly fee rate will increase to reflect increased costs incurred.  Whilst there have been cost reductions due to process efficiencies, this is offset by additional increased costs overall in the determination of a licence application. The hourly fee rate will increase from £94 to £122 per hour.

7.12 This increased fee rate includes a proportion of costs incurred by teams supporting marine licensing activities – there are a number of teams and tools utilised in the determination of a licence application. The cost of these services have been apportioned in determining the proposed fee rate.
7.13 Inclusion of these additional costs has resulted in higher fee levels than currently exist. The MMO has measured its recoverable costs in accordance with HMT Managing Public Money.  In addition to the above MMO costs include staff costs, direct overheads (for example training and IT systems / support) and accommodation overheads.
7.14 This is the favoured approach as it more realistically reflects the actual costs incurred in processing a marine licence application and under the new proposed fee rates these will now be passed on to the applicant. This will help to realise cost recovery targets, whilst retaining an element of certainty by retaining the fee band ceiling.
7.15 Travel costs: It is also proposed that additional costs incurred by MMO in respect of providing its service are passed to applicants (as outlined in S.67 Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009); which  will be charged are as follows:

· It is proposed that applicants continue to be charged for travel costs incurred by the MMO in relation to applications, but that the basis for calculating that charge is changed. It is proposed that applicants are charged for (i) travel time and (ii) travel expenses. Travel time will be charged at £122 per hour per person, there will no longer be a cap of £282 for each person, for each event.. Travel expenses will be charged at Government-wide rates, which are available at www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/492111/Travel_and_subsistence_policy.pdf. The total charge for (i) travel time and (ii) travel expenses will not be subject to a cap. Travel will normally be undertaken once alternative forms of electronic communication have been declined and where requested by the applicant.  

7.16 We are not proposing to change the fee arrangements for marine licence transfer, variation and monitoring activities at this time. 

Transitional Arrangements
7.17 It is anticipated that a number of licence applications submitted under the current (2014) fees regime will be awaiting determination when the new fee structure comes into effect currently planned to be March 2018. The following transitional arrangements are proposed. : 

7.18 Band 1 will not require transitional arrangements, as the changes to the Band 1 fee regime under the current regulations will take immediate effect on implementation of the new regulations. 

7.19 Band 2 received from the implementation date will be charged at the new regime rate. However, it is anticipated there will be a number of applications on going at the point of transition. If the new regime results in a lower charge, MMO will refund the difference to the customer. 

7.20 Band 3 will be charged at the revised fee rate of £122 per hour from implementation date, irrespective of when the application is received. 

8 
What happens next?
8.1 
The closing date for this consultation is midnight on 2 February 2018.

8.2 
Responses received by that date will be analysed and taken into account by Ministers in their consideration of the proposals for amending the marine licensing fees regime.  The consultation responses will be published.  If you do not wish for your response to be published, please make that clear in your reply.


ANNEX A
Extracted from the Marine Management Organisation’s website: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-service-marine-licensing/self-service-activities-table

Marine Licensing

Self-service activities table 

Published 11 July 2017

Qualifying activities are split into high level activity types. These activity types are the headings in the contents list.

Each activity type is divided into categories and each category is further divided into subcategories.

Only one category may be contained within each self-serve licence.

Multiple sub categories may be included within a single self-service licence of related to a single activity category.

Applicants may apply for multiple self-service licences provided the criteria are met.

1. Deposits

	Category
	Sub-category

	Burial at sea

	Burial at sea

The Burial at sea of the human remains of the deceased identified in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document

	Markers
	Marker posts

The deposit of marker posts for the purpose of marking channels, shallow water areas, points of interest, the end of outfalls, groynes and similar, described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document

	Markers
	Marker buoys

The deposit and subsequent removal of marker buoys for the purpose of marking channels, shallow water areas, points of interest, the end of outfalls, groynes and similar, including racing markers, described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

	Markers
	Other deposits

Not suitable for self-service licensing


2. Removals

	Category
	Sub-category

	Minor removals
	Litter

The removal of litter, using vehicles or vessels, described in the associated application and subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document. In this case the term ‘litter’ is defined as an accumulation of items and materials below mean high water springs (MHWS). This includes marine litter which has been collected by hand (specifically a mass of items rather than discrete object) but is subsequently stored below MHWS to be removed using a vehicle or vessel.

	Minor removals
	Discreet minor objects

The removal of discrete minor objects of recent origin from the seabed, described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document. ‘Minor objects’ is defined as discrete debris. ‘Recent origin’ is defined as an object appearing to be no more than 10 years old.

	Minor removals
	Discreet minor objects from heritage designations

The removal of discrete minor objects from a heritage designation described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

The activity must be carried on in accordance with a valid consent or agreed method statement from Historic England (or relevant local authority in respect of listed buildings).

“Heritage designation” is defined as:
Protected wrecks designated under the Protection of Wrecks Act 1973
Scheduled monuments designated under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979
Listed buildings designated under The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Area) Act 1990

	Minor removals
	Discreet minor objects (archaeological and historic interest)

The removal of discrete minor objects of archaeological or historic interest from the seabed, described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

‘Minor objects’ is defined as discrete debris.

‘Archaeological or historic interest’ includes all traces of human existence having a cultural, historical or archaeological character such as:
sites, structures, buildings, artefacts and human remains, together with their archaeological and natural context

vessels, aircraft, other vehicles or any part thereof, their cargo or other contents, together with their archaeological and natural context; and (iii) objects of prehistoric character

	Minor removals
	Boreholes

The taking of boreholes up to 4 cubic metres in volume described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

Within 1 nm of the shore:
each borehole must be located at least 25 metres from any other borehole included in the same application.

The maximum number of boreholes must not exceed 5 including any under other licences which form as part of the project as a whole.

Beyond 1nm of the shore:
each borehole must be located at least 500 metres from any other borehole included in the same application

The maximum number of boreholes must not exceed 20 including any under other licences which form as part of the project as a whole.

	Minor removals
	Trial pits

The excavation and reinstatement of trial pits described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

Within 1 nm of the shore:
The pit is no larger than 1 metre x 4 metres in plan area and 2 metres depth
The pit is at least 25 metres from any other trial pit included in the same application
The total number of trial pits does not exceed 5 including any under other licences which form as part of the project as a whole

Beyond 1nm of the shore:
The pit is no larger than 2 metres x 4 metres in plan area and up to 2 metres depth
Each trial pit must be located at least 100 metres from any other trial pit included in the same application
The total number of trial pits does not exceed 20 including any under other licences which form as part of the project as a whole

	Minor removals
	Grab samples

The taking of grab samples (sediment samples) up to 4 cubic metres in volume, described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

Within 1 nm of the shore:
Each grab must be located at least 25 metres from any other grab included in the same application
The maximum number of grabs must not exceed 5 including any under other licences which form as part of the project as a whole

Beyond 1nm of the shore:
Each grab is located at least 500 metres from any other grabs including those in the same application
The maximum number of grabs does not exceed 20 including any under other licences which form as part of the project as a whole

	Minor removals
	Removal of a single pile

The removal of a single pile not exceeding 1m in diameter and not displaying any aids to navigation, described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

	Minor removals
	Other removals

Not suitable for self-service licensing


3. Construction

This includes alteration or improvement.

	Category
	Sub-category

	Maintenance
	Scaffolding or access towers

The erection and subsequent removal of scaffolding and or access towers for the purpose of maintaining existing structures or assets described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in this licence document.

	Maintenance
	Re-painting of existing structures or assets

The re-painting of existing structures or assets, including preparation work, described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document. ‘Preparation’ is defined as the basic cleaning or priming of the existing surface to enable re-painting to occur.

	Maintenance
	Sand or grit blasting

The use of sand or grit blasting undertaken for the purpose of maintaining an existing structure or asset described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

	Maintenance
	Removal of marine growth

The removal of marine growth and guano from existing structures or assets (excluding vessels) described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document. The removal may only be undertaken using unheated water. No chemicals, biocides are permitted. The marine growth must be removed from the structure or asset in-situ.

	Maintenance
	Re-rendering, resurfacing or repointing of existing structures or slipways

The re-rendering, resurfacing or repointing of existing structures or slipways within existing boundaries, described in the associated application and subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

	Maintenance
	Removal of a single pile

The removal of a single pile not exceeding 1m in diameter and not displaying any aids to navigation, described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

	Maintenance
	Replacing a single pile

The replacement of a single pile not exceeding 1m in diameter described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

	Maintenance
	Installation of ladders

The installation of ladders at a location on an existing structure or asset described in the associated application, where they were not previously found, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

	Maintenance
	Minor maintenance

Minor maintenance comprising the upkeep or small scale repair of an existing structure or asset within its existing 3 dimensional boundaries described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document. Minor maintenance includes the replacement or reasonable improvement of removable items or ancillary equipment which form part of the structure/asset.

	Maintenance
	Other maintenance

Not suitable for self-service licensing


4. Non-navigational dredging

	Category
	Sub-category

	Clearance dredging
	Non-navigational clearance dredging (within a heritage designation or a wreck site elsewhere in the sea)

Non-navigational clearance dredging (within a heritage designation or a wreck site elsewhere in the sea). The removal of material within a heritage designation or a wreck site elsewhere in the sea, described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

The activity must be for the purpose of preserving a historic asset or exposing such an asset for the same purpose, or for the purpose of archaeological survey or investigation. The activity must be carried on in accordance with a valid consent or agreed method statement from Historic England.

The maximum amount of material removed cannot exceed 500 cubic metres in a single dredge campaign and cannot exceed 1500 cubic metres in any 12 month period. The maximum footprint of material to be removed cannot exceed 350 square metres in a single dredge campaign.

Heritage designation” is defined as:
Protected wrecks designated under the Protection of Wrecks Act 1973
Scheduled monuments designated under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979
Listed buildings designated under The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Area) Act 1990

‘Wreck site’ means the location of any aircraft or vessel lying wrecked on or in the seabed or of any objects contained or formerly contained in it lying on or in the seabed near the wreck.

	Clearance dredging
	Non-navigational clearance dredging (for operational purposes)

The removal of material which has accumulated around/within a structure described in the associated application, that is clearly impacting the structures ability to operate, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

This may include but is not limited to removing silt from: intake pipes, outfalls, valves or beneath pontoons.

The maximum amount of material removed cannot exceed 500 cubic metres in a single dredge campaign and cannot exceed 1500 cubic metres in any 12 month period. Individual dredge campaigns must be separated by at least one month. The maximum footprint of material to be removed cannot exceed 350 square metres in a single dredge campaign.


4.1 Category: Beach Maintenance activities

	Category
	Sub-category

	Beach Maintenance activities
	Beach re-profiling

The re-profiling of a beach described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

‘Re-profiling’ is defined as the movement of beach material up or down the beach. The profile must be consistent with one that existed at the location in the previous 10 years.

	Beach Maintenance activities
	Beach recycling

The recycling of material on a beach described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document. ‘Recycling’ is defined as the movement of material along the beach from areas of accretion to areas of erosion within the beach.

	Beach Maintenance activities
	Replacing windblown sand

The direct return of recently deposited wind-blown sand to its area of origin on a beach, described in the associated application, subject to the criteria and conditions contained in the licence document.

	Beach Maintenance activities
	Other beach maintenance

Not suitable for self-service licensing



 

Do you have any comments on the Government’s reasons for reviewing the fees structure and fee levels for marine licence applications?





B. Do you have any views on the proposed changes to the fees structure for marine licence applications and the level of the fees for Band 1 applications? 





C. Do you have any views on the proposed changes to the fees structure for marine licence applications and the proposed level of fees for Band 2 and Band 3 applications?





D. Do you have any comments on the proposed transitional arrangements for marine licence applications already received but not determined by the implementation date for the proposed changes?





E. We have asked you a number of specific questions throughout this document.  If you have any other views on the subject of this consultation, which have not been addressed, you are welcome to provide us with these views in your response. 












