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1.
Proposal
The Government has made a commitment to reform the public bodies’ landscape.  As part of this reform it announced its intention to abolish the Advisory Committee on Valuation of Improvements and Tenant-Right matters, otherwise known as the Committee on Agricultural Valuation. It proposes to do so by means of an Order under the Public Bodies Act 2011.

The Committee on Agricultural Valuation is a defunct body. Its functions are now carried out by the Tenancy Reform Industry Group (TRIG), a non-statutory organization. Abolition of the Committee will tidy up the regulatory landscape. The proposal is not thought to be controversial. 
2.
Background

The Committee on Agricultural Valuation (CAV) was established under section 92 of the Agricultural Holdings Act 1986.  The purpose of the CAV was to advise Ministers about provisions to be included in regulations on the amount of compensation for improvements at the end of an agricultural tenancy in England and Wales.  The regulations currently in force are the Agriculture (Calculation of Value for Compensation) Regulations 1978.  They were last amended in 1983.

The Committee has not met, nor have members been appointed to it, for around 20 years.  
Since 2002, advice on tenancy matters has been provided to Ministers by the Tenancy Reform Industry Group (TRIG) which is a non-statutory body and meets on an ad hoc basis.  TRIG is composed of representatives from the National Farmers’ Union, Country Land & Business Association, Tenant Farmers Association, Farmers Union of Wales, Central Association of Agricultural Valuation, Agricultural Law Association, National Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs, Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors, and the Association of Chief Estate Surveyors and Property Managers in Local Government.

The Government has taken the view that the CAV is redundant and does not need to be retained. Abolition will contribute to the Government’s objective of tidying up legislation and reducing the number of arm’s length bodies.
The CAV has no budget or staff and therefore no savings will result from its abolition.
An impact assessment has not been prepared as abolition of this body will have no impact on business, charities or voluntary bodies.
3.
Consultation Questions
The Government is minded to use the powers in the Public Bodies Act 2011(PBA) to implement the proposal outlined in this consultation in relation to the Committee on Agricultural Valuation. The PBA, as approved by Parliament, requires that Ministers consult on their proposals before laying a draft order.  On that basis, the Minister invites comments on this proposal as a measure that might be carried forward by an order under the PBA, subject to the outcome of this consultation.  All responses, including those which propose an alternative to the Government’s preferred option, will be given due consideration.

Do you agree with the Government’s proposal to abolish the CAV?

If you do not agree with the proposal, what are your reasons for this?

Are there any other comments you wish Ministers to consider before they take a final decision?

All responses will be considered carefully before a decision is taken on whether or not to proceed with an order under the Public Bodies Act to abolish the CAV. 
4.
Scope of the consultation

This consultation covers England and Wales and is carried out jointly by the Department for Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs, and the Welsh Government. 

5.
Deadline for comments

The closing date for this consultation is 7 October 2013.  .  We would prefer you to give us your answers to the consultations questions using the online survey on the consultation website: https://consult.defra.gov.uk/food/consultation-on-abolition-of-the-cav  However, rresponses can also be sent to the following email address: cav@defra.gsi.gov.uk or by post to Mrs Judith Marsden, Defra, Area 3A, Nobel House, 17, Smith Square, LONDON SW1P 3JR.

6.
Confidentiality 

In line with Defra’s policy of openness, at the end of the consultation period, copies of the responses we receive may be published in a summary of the responses to this consultation. If you do not consent to this you must clearly request that your response be treated as confidential. Any confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system in email responses will not be treated as such a request. Respondents should also be aware that there may be circumstances in which Defra will be required to communicate information to third parties on request in order to comply with obligations under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
7.
Compliance with the Government’s Consultation Principles 

This consultation complies with HM Government’s Consultation Principles which can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/consultation-principles-guidance.
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